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1.Science provides us with the most accurate 
understanding of the world.

2.We assume that there are basic underlying 
causes that could be discovered and explained 
objectively.
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ScienceScience

3.Science proceeds through the process of  idea 
formulation (assumptions), simplification 
(hypothesis), verification (validation), 
generalization (theory), application (testing), 
and discrimination (refinement).

4.Physical sciences were the first to emerge, 
then the biological sciences, and then by human 
sciences.
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5.Phenomena that are unobservable or created by 
human beings are outside the realm of natural 
sciences and they belong to the realm of 
humanities (e.g., art, literature, music, 
philosophy, religion, and culture).

6.Psychology is considered to be a branch of 
natural sciences. However, to understand 
human creativity, as Wundt has pointed out, we 
need both sciences and humanities.
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KnowledgeKnowledge

Knowledge
Common 
Sense

Humanities Religion Philosophy Science

Observation

Institution

Authority

Integration

Humanism

Objective 
method

Public 
Verification

What is a rose?What is a rose?

"Rose is a rose is a rose is a rose" (Gertrude Stein, 1913)
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Eyes to the visual cortexEyes to the visual cortex

A sense of smellA sense of smell
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Reality and perceptionReality and perception

RealityPerson PerceptionPerception

Physiology

Culture

Symbol
Language

Five
Senses

Understanding behavior in contextUnderstanding behavior in context

Ecology: Terrain, weather, wildlife

Society: Institutions, laws, media, education

Community: Urban/rural, security, facilities

Culture: Collective values, norms, creativity

Relations: Family, friends, neighbors, colleagues
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Understanding behavior in contextUnderstanding behavior in context

Genes: Genome

Individual: Behavior, cognition, and emotion

Physiology: Brain, organs, circulation

Definition of cultureDefinition of culture
Part IIPart II
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Collective identity Collective identity 

“We”“We”

“US”“US” “THEM”“THEM”

Maintenance of collective identity Maintenance of collective identity 

“We”“We”

Time 1Time 1 Time 2Time 2

“US”“US” “US”“US”
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Ingroup and outgroup distinctionIngroup and outgroup distinction

“We”“We”

“US”“US” “THEM”“THEM”

Culture defined Culture defined 

Process OutcomeResources

Culture represents collective utilization of natural 
and human resources to achieve desired outcomes 
Culture represents collective utilization of natural 
and human resources to achieve desired outcomes 

Goals

Natural
resources

Human
resources

Utilize
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Cultural differencesCultural differences

Differences in cultures can exist because we set 
different goals and due to the way we use our 
resources and means to achieve the goals.

Differences in cultures can exist because we set 
different goals and due to the way we use our 
resources and means to achieve the goals.

Cultural differencesCultural differences

OutcomeResources

Korea: Relation
Affective ties

Role-fulfillment
Self-cultivation

Harmony
Long-term 
relationship

Family welfare

Process

USA: Individual
Rationality
Principles

Freedom of choice

Self-actualization
Personal 

enjoyment
Happiness

Natural

Human

Cultures differ in terms of emphasis rather than qualityCultures differ in terms of emphasis rather than quality
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Enjoying life is more important than preparing for 
the future

Enjoying life is more important than preparing for 
the future

60
50

40

30

20

10

0
Strongly 
agree

Strongly 
agree

AgreeAgree DisagreeDisagree Strongly 
disagree
Strongly 
disagree

KoreaKorea
U.S.AU.S.A

How much effort needed to succeed?How much effort needed to succeed?

80

60

40

20

0
A lot of 
effort

A lot of 
effort

Moderate 
effort

Moderate 
effort

Enjoying life is 
more important
Enjoying life is 
more important

Only enjoy 
life

Only enjoy 
life

100 KoreaKorea
U.S.AU.S.A
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Life goals in KoreaLife goals in Korea

Harmonious 
family

Harmonious 
family

Self-
regulation

Self-
regulation

Social 
service
Social 
service

Economic 
security

Economic 
security

AdolescentsAdolescents
AdultsAdults

ElderlyElderly

Very
important

Important

Somewhat 
important

Of little 
importance

Cultural differences Cultural differences 

Content West Koreaan

Goal
Truth

Happiness
Harmony

Well-being

Focus Individual Relationship

Means Rationality Emotionality

Activity
Self-

actualization
Self-cultivation
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Culture and individual differencesCulture and individual differences

KoreaKorea

Individual 
Level
Individual 
Level

Cultural 
Level

Mean: KoreaMean: Korea

Variation: KoreaVariation: Korea
RelatednessRelatedness

USAUSA

Mean: USAMean: USA

Variation: USAVariation: USA
UniquenessUniqueness

Cultural relativismCultural relativism

Cultural difference  =  A        B        C   =    0Cultural difference  =  A        B        C   =    0

U U

Culture A Culture B Culture C
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Cultural similaritiesCultural similarities

Cultural similarity =  A       BCultural similarity =  A       B

U

Culture A Culture B

Cultural similarities and differencesCultural similarities and differences

Cultural similarity =  A      BCultural similarity =  A      B

U

Culture A Culture B Culture C

Cultural difference = A, B     C =  0Cultural difference = A, B     C =  0

U
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Cultural universalCultural universal

Culture A

Culture B

Culture C

Range =  A   B       C Range =  A   B       C U U 

Cultural universal  =  A    B    CCultural universal  =  A    B    C

U U

Cultural differencesCultural differences

Process: USA
GoalResources

Natural

Human

Individual
Rationality
Competition

Freedom of choice

Process: Korea
Relationship

Sacrifice
Sharing

Self-regulation

Process: Japan
Group
Loyalty

Cooperation
Self-regulation

Self-esteem
Happiness
Winning

Harmonious family
Close relationship
Social recognition

Security
Harmonious relation

Inner peace
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Cultural differencesCultural differences

InferredInferred

ObservedObserved Culture 2Culture 2

Phenomenology 2

Epistemology

Culture 1Culture 1

Phenomenology 1

1 2

Ecology1 2

Korean cultureKorean culture

Confucianism: 
Behavior (行動) 

Buddhism:
Mind (精神)

Native religion:
Emotion

(精緖) 
SelfSelf

SocietySociety
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Chinese cultureChinese culture

Confucianism
Behavior

Confucianism
Behavior

FormalityFormality

Taoism
(道敎) 
Mind

Taoism
(道敎) 
Mind

FlexibilityFlexibility

BuddhismBuddhism

CultivationCultivation

SocietySociety

IndividualIndividual

Japanese cultureJapanese culture

Confucianism 
(儒敎) 

Behavior

Confucianism 
(儒敎) 

Behavior

Formality
(形式)

Formality
(形式)

Buddhism
(佛敎) 
Mind

Buddhism
(佛敎) 
Mind

Middle path
(中庸)

Middle path
(中庸)

Shintoism
(神道) 

Emotion

Shintoism
(神道) 

Emotion

Purity
(淸潔) 
Purity
(淸潔) 

SocietySociety

FamilyFamily

IndividualIndividual
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Acculturation, cultural 
contact and acculturation

Acculturation, cultural 
contact and acculturation

Part IIIPart III

Acculturation policyAcculturation policy

Source: Kim & Berry (1986)

Diversity
Positive relations

Valued Not valued

Valued Multiculturalism Assimilation

Not valued Segregation Ethnocide
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Acculturation groupAcculturation group

Source: Kim & Berry (1986)

Diversity
Desired contact

Mobile Sedentary

Valued Immigrants Ethnic group

Not valued Refugees
Native 
peoples

Acculturation attitudesAcculturation attitudes

Source: Kim & Berry (1986)

Maintain own culture
Participate in society

Valued Not valued

Valued Integration Assimilation

Not valued Segregation Marginalization


